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PROBLEM

Eliminating glass form recycling 
programs leads to:

1. Increased waste generation

2. Lost economic opportunities  

3. Concerned residents & business 
owners

Glass was eliminated from Erie County business 
recycling since 2016 and most residential 

recycling programs since Jan 2018



u Harrisburg & Pittsburgh, PA: drop off 
collection & consolidation points

u Kansas City, MO: Ripple Glass annually 
processes 44,000 tons of waste glass 
containers

u Andover, NJ: Pace Glass building $55 million 
facility to serve NY, NJ, CT, MA, VT, & NH

u El Paso, TX & other municipalities: small-
scale processing into glass aggregate

SOLUTIONS

http://harrisburgpa.gov/documents/glass-and-recycling-map/
http://prc.org/programs/collection-events/glassrecycling/?utm_content=7a8f93611a656861a8da14f953044a89&utm_campaign=Glass%20Returns%20e&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email
https://www.rippleglass.com/about/
http://paceglass.com/index.php
http://compactorsinc.com/2018/10/gp1500c-glass-pulverizer-helping-municipalities-save-money-reduce-glass-waste/


STANDARD RECYCLING LOOP



BY THE NUMBERS

Erie County, PA Number

• # of communities in Erie County PA 38

• # of recyclable glass container collection services 3*

• # of recyclable glass container processing facilities 0

• Tons of recyclable glass containers landfilled annually >10,000 (est.)

* Millcreek Township, Edinboro & Corry, but very little, if any, of the 
glass collected actually makes its way into the supply chain for glass 
container manufacturing.



SOLUTION

A streamlined system to collect and 
locally process recyclable glass for the 
glass container manufacturing industry.

Bayfront Glass, LLC
Erie, PA



BAYFRONT GLASS
RECYLING LOOP

A. Color sorted collection points 
with public awareness campaigns

B. Business pick-up services

C. Event pick-up services

Transport color sorted 
glass to processing facility

CAP Glass supplies 
O-I Brockway & 
Crenshaw plants

Primary cullet production 
at Bayfront Glass facility

Consumers purchase food 
& beverages in glass 
packaging
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Sent to CAP Glass 
where it is processed 
into furnace ready cullet 
& DEP approved sand



KEY ELEMENTS
1. Partnerships

u Governments, universities, businesses, 501(c)3 organizations
u In-kind contributions – public awareness, promotion and use of 

public/private space for collection events & drop-off points

2. Area waste reduction
u Public pop-up collection events & drop-off locations
u Collection services – residential, commercial, post-industrial
u Event collection services – festivals, parties, weddings, etc.

3. Local value-added processing
u Generate local economic activity & create jobs
u Cullet for regional glass container manufacturers



POP-UP EVENTS

Green Shoppe



FESTIVAL COLLECTIONS



INDUSTRIAL COLLECTION



COMMERCIAL SERVICES
Bars, Restaurants, Clubs, Businesses



CULLET PRODUCTION

Unref ined cu l let  so ld  to  CAP GLASS of  Mt.  
P leasant ,  PA for  further  process ing  for  the 
g lass  conta iner  industry.

Numbers  to  date s ince August  2019:
• 11 pop-up co l lect ion events ,  3  fest iva ls
• 50 tons co l lected
• 20 tons  processed into  unref ined cu l let



CULLET BUYERS
(with in  200 mi les  of  Er ie ,  PA)

Port Allegany, PA

Owens-Illionois
Brockway & Crenshaw, PA

Elmira, NY

CAP Glass
Mount Pleasant, PA



OPPORTUNITIES

MUNICIPAL COLLABORATION

1. Drop-off locations

2. Residential curbside service

3. Public-Private Partnerships

• DEP Recycling Performance Grants

• Other grant opportunities
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